TRADITIONAL
FAMILY
COALITION

TFC IN DE- 1
BATE

THE DECLINE 1
OF MARRIAGE

STRENGTHEN- 2
ING MARRIAGE

WHAT CAN 2
YOou DO?
[ EtkE®m | 3
BHRWE

CRBTs Y 3
I

o S ¢

PRAT VAT R 4

PRINCIPALS

e Rev. Thomas Wang,
Chairman of the Board

e Rev. John Lo, Vice-
chairman of the Board

e Rev. Luke Poon,
Financial Secretary

e Dr. Bill Tam,
Executive Director

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 4

TFC NEWS @

JULY-AUG, 2006

In July, TFC accepted an
invitation to debate on TV for
the Ming Pao Forum, an award-
winning program aired in the
San Francisco Bay Area. During
the program, Dr. Bill Tam de-
bated a spokeswoman from the
San Francisco Human Rights
Commission.

The topic of the debate was
whether same-sex marriage
should be legalized. Issues of
equality, marriage prerequisite,
civil rights, privacy and morality
were covered in the 30-minute
debate. Dr. Tam asserted that
same-sex marriage should not
be legalized based on equality.
Same-sex couples cannot give
birth to a child and they cannot
serve as role models of differ-
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In the National Marriage Pro-
ject conducted by the Rutgers
University, a report was pub-
lished on the state of marriage
in Sweden and the US. A sec-
tion entitled The Decline of
Marriage says:

“If a society deinstitutionalizes
marriage, as Sweden has done
through its tax and benefit poli-
cies and the secularization of
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ent sexes for their children.
Therefore, their union is not
equal to the traditional mar-
riage and they cannot be
treated equally and awarded
the same marriage license.

Furthermore, a marriage
license cannot be issued to any
two persons simply based on
their claim that they are in love.
Otherwise, incestuous couples
or adult-minor couples could
use that claim to demand a
marriage license. Same-sex
marriage cannot use the same
argument of interracial mar-
riage to demand legitimacy.
Interracial marriages were dis-
criminated against because of
skin color, but same-sex mar-
riage is an unconventional sex-
ual preference, not an ethnic
issue.

Homosexuality is no longer

a behavior behind closed doors.

It is an open display of promis-
cuity as exemplified by the an-
nual gay pride parade. The
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its culture, marriage will
weaken. In addition, because
most adults still like to live as
couples, human pair-bonding
doesn’t disappear when this
happens. Rather, the institu-
tion of marriage is replaced by
nonmarital cohabitation —
marriage lite. Then, if one
institutionalizes nonmarital
cohabitation in the laws and

challenge to morality and se-
duction of the future generation
is no secret. If this can be done
with legalized domestic partner-
ship, what would happen if
same-sex marriage is legalized?

A full transcript of the de-
bate is available at our website:
www.TFCus.org. To request a
DVD of the debate (in Canton-
ese), please email:

marriage@stmfusa.org.

In the same period, Dr. Tam
was interviewed by KTSF and
Ming Pao when the California

Appeals Court heard the case of

same-sex marriage.

government policies, as
Sweden has also done,
making it the virtual equiva-
lent of marriage, marriage
will decline still further.

In the modern world peo-
ple are reluctant to make
strong commitments if they
don’t have to; it's easier to
hang loose. The problem is
that society ends up with
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intimate relationships that
are much more fragile. It
is, indeed, surprising that
Sweden has such a high
level of couple breakup,
because it is the kind of
society — stable, homoge-
neous, and egalitarian —
where one would expect
such breakups to be mini-
mal. Yet the high breakup
level is testimony to the
fragility of modern mar-
riage in which most of the
institutional bonds have
been stripped away — eco-
nomic dependence,
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Michael Rupured and
Sam Quick of the Univer-
sity of Kentucky listed 20
points for strengthening
marriage: “1. Committed
to the marriage and to its
health and growth. 2. Ex-
presses appreciation to
spouse. 3. Accepts and
enjoys spouse’s unique
traits and habits. 4. Lis-
tens carefully and re-
spects the feelings of
spouse and self. 5.
Warmly gives and receives
physical affection and inti-
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legal definitions, religious
sentiments, and family
pressures — leaving mar-
riage and other pair-bonds
held together solely by the
thin and unstable reed of
affection.

The losers in this social
trend, of course, are the
children. They are highly
dependent for their devel-
opment and success in
life on the family in which
they are born and raised,
and a convincing mass of
scientific evidence now
exists pointing to the fact

CONT’D.

that not growing up in an
intact nuclear family is
one of the most deleteri-
ous events that can befall
a child. In Sweden, just as
in the United States, chil-
dren from non-intact fami-
lies — compared to those
from intact families —
have two to three times
the number of serious
problems in life. We can
only speculate about the
extent of psychological
damage the future genera-
tions will suffer owing to
today’s family trends.
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macy. 6. Takes good care
of self in terms of nutri-
tion, exercise and rest;
avoids substance abuse.
7. Uses money, space and
time fairly and wisely. 8.
Accepts responsibility for
one’s thoughts, words and
actions; does not blame.
9. Willing to try to see
things from spouse’s view-
point. 10. Has good con-
flict management skills.
11. Appropriately atten-
tive to the spiritual needs
of self and spouse. 12.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

1. Register to vote.

2. Cast your vote wisely on
election day.

3. Join TFC and get in-
formed.

4. Respond to TFC’s call-to-
action.

5. Donate to TFC.

Focuses on the positive.
13. Able to forgive spouse
and self for mistakes and
hurts. 14. Does fair share
of family related chores.
15. Spends regular quality
time with spouse. 16.
Even in challenging situa-
tions, stays calm. 17.
Shares and supports inter-
ests and goals of spouse.
18. Appropriately involved
in interests, activities and
friendships separate from
spouse. 19. Willing to
reach out to friends and

Membership Application:

Name:

Address:

E-mail:

Phone:

2006 membership: $10

Please cut and send applica-
tion with $10 payable to:

Traditional Family Coalition

848 Stewart Dr., #200,

Sunnyvale, CA 94085.
TFC’s mission:

To protect healthy traditional
family values through action
and education.
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That the very low marriage
rate and high level of pa-
rental break-up are such
non-issues in Sweden,
something which few
Swedes ever talk about,
should be, in my opinion,
a cause there for national
soul searching.”

David Popenoe, “The
State of Our Unions”, The
National Marriage Project,
(Rutgers University, NJ,
July 2005) .

professionals when help is
needed. 20. Enjoys life;

likes to play and have fun;
smiles and laughs easily. “

Although most of this
advice seem like common
sense, SO many couples
forget the importance of
mutual respect and self-
sacrifice after they have
been married for a few

years.

Is your marriage due
for a check up?
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